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A variety of sea birds that are identified as interest features of the Flamborough Head 
and Bempton Cliffs SPA and the Flamborough Head and Filey Coast pSPA, utilise the 
marine environment for feeding and foraging.  Table 1 and the accompanying figures 
below summarise the distribution and foraging range and area of the SPA and pSPA 
interest features in relation to the Offshore Scheme. 

 

Appendix 5.4.12: Flamborough Head 
SPA and pSPA Offshore Usage  
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Table 1 Foraging usage of the offshore areas in relation to the Offshore Scheme  

Species  Qualification  Distribution / 
Breeding  Foraging   

Foraging range in relation to the 
Offshore Scheme (where reported, 
bird numbers are per 0.010 cells) 

Does a mechanism for effect exist  

Black-
legged 
kittiwake 
Rissa 
tridactyla 

SPA qualifies 
under Article 
4.2 during 
the breeding 
season.  

 

pSPA 
qualifies 
under Article 
4.2 for 
regularly 
occurring 
migratory 
species and 
during the 
breeding 
season.  

This species is 
widespread across the 
north Atlantic and north 
Pacific oceans. 

Most of the UK 
population breeds in 
northern Scotland and 
along the North Sea 
coast south to 
Flamborough Head, 
which holds the largest 
colony in the UK (Ref 
1). 

Breeds on coastlines 
where geology creates 
cliffs with hard ledges.   

Black-legged Kittiwake are surface-feeders, 
taking prey through dipping into the water. 
They are also capable of shallow plunge-
diving, though these dives are unlikely to be 
more than a metre in depth. 

They generally feed on small shoaling fish, 
particularly sand eels, but also herrings and 
sprats. During the breeding season black-
legged kittiwakes can also forage on intertidal 
crustaceans and molluscs. 

During the breeding season foraging habitat 
is associated with fronts, tidal upwellings and 
offshore sandbanks (Ref 1). 

A maximum foraging distance of 231 km has 
recently been recorded, with a mean 
maximum foraging range of 60 km. 

Records of Black legged kittiwake 
using offshore areas range on 
average between 1 and 5 in the 
vicinity of the Offshore Scheme, 
however there are a number of 
isolated higher records. Higher 
concentrations of records in the 
ranges of 6 -10 and 11 – 20 are 
concentrated closer to Flamborough 
Head, in particular to the north of 
Flamborough Head. Figure 1 B (Ref 
8) illustrates the concentrations of 
records.  

Disturbance to the breeding colony 

The breeding colony is located on the cliffs 
approximately 7 km to the north of the Offshore 
Scheme at the closest point. Therefore, due to the 
distance there is no potential to result in disturbance 
to the breeding colony of this species either during 
the installation or operation of the Offshore Scheme. 

Disturbance to foraging activity 

Figure 1B (Ref 8) illustrates that there are slightly 
higher concentration of foraging activity to the north 
east of Flamborough Head.  Records within the 
vicinity of the Offshore Scheme are fewer in number 
and less concentrated.  The Offshore Scheme will 
be installed at a rate of 500 m a day in the 
nearshore area (approximately 15 km) and 4 km a 
day for the offshore pipeline.  Whilst there may be 
isolated occurrences of this species using this area 
to forage during the installation, given the rate of 
installation and the availability of foraging habitat in 
the surrounding area the Offshore Scheme will not 
result in a likely significant effect on this interest 
feature. 
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Table 1 Foraging usage of the offshore areas in relation to the Offshore Scheme  

Species  Qualification  Distribution / 
Breeding  Foraging   

Foraging range in relation to the 
Offshore Scheme (where reported, 
bird numbers are per 0.010 cells) 

Does a mechanism for effect exist  

 

Figure 1B Black-legged kittiwake  
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Table 1 Foraging usage of the offshore areas in relation to the Offshore Scheme  

Species  Qualification  Distribution / 
Breeding  Foraging   

Foraging range in relation to the 
Offshore Scheme (where reported, 
bird numbers are per 0.010 cells) 

Does a mechanism for effect exist  

 

Data Sources:  
Mitchell, P.I., Newton, S.F., Ratcliffe, N. and Dunn, T.E., Seabird 2000. EUROBIS, Joint Nature Conservation Committee, 25 Jan 2006, Peterborough, UK, Version: 1, DiGIR Provider, http://www.marbef.org/ 
Data on iOBIS. http://iobis.org/mapper/?resource_id=101, obtained on 2011-10-11 
http://www.marbef.org/data/imis.php?module=dataset&dasid=748 
Marine Conservation Society, Seasearch Marine Surveys. EUROBIS, Marine Conservation Society, 19 Jan 2005, Ross-on-Wye, UK, Version: 1, DiGIR Provided, http://www.marbef.org/ 
Stone, C. J., A. Webb, C. Barton, N. Ratcliffe, T.C. Reed, M.L. Tasker, C.J. Camphuysen, and M.W. Pienkowski. 1995. An atlas of seabird distribution in north-west European waters. Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee report, Peterborough, ISBN 1 873701 94 2 
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Table 1 Foraging usage of the offshore areas in relation to the Offshore Scheme  

Species  Qualification  Distribution / 
Breeding  Foraging   

Foraging range in relation to the 
Offshore Scheme (where reported, 
bird numbers are per 0.010 cells) 

Does a mechanism for effect exist  

Northern 
Gannet 
Morus 
bassanus 

SPA qualifies 
under Article 
4.2 during 
the breeding 
season  

 

pSPA 
qualifies 
under Article 
4.2 for 
regularly 
occurring 
migratory 
species and 
during the 
breeding 
season. 

Widely distributed in 
English seas during 
winter. There is 
currently only one 
breeding colony in 
England at Bempton 
Cliffs (Ref 2). 

Northern gannets nest 
in colonies on steep 
cliffs and on the ground 
at offshore islands. 

This species plunge dives and also dives 
from the surface. The maximum recorded 
depth is 34 m and the mean foraging depth is 
8.8m. 

They eat mid-sized schooling fish and squid, 
generally 2 – 30 cm in length as well as fish 
discarded by fishing boats. 

Gannets feed in inshore and offshore 
continental shelf waters, in the North Sea 
often associated with deep-water 
depressions. 

Varies between colonies and with the season. 
They can travel long distances on foraging 
trips. The mean foraging range is 140 km, 
with a maximum foraging distance of 600 km 
recorded (Ref 2). 

Satellite tagging of individuals at Bempton 
Cliffs revealed that most foraging trips 
occurred within 50 - 100 km of the colony. 

No information on gannet foraging 
ranges off Bempton Cliffs was known 
prior to 2010. Since 2010 a study has 
been undertaken to determine 
foraging ranges, flight directions and 
foraging destinations of adult gannets 
from the breeding colony at Bempton 
Cliffs in relation to areas of the North 
Sea proposed for wind energy 
development.  The study has been 
undertaken by the Royal Society for 
the Protection of Birds (RSPB) and 
funded by the Department of Energy 
and Climate Change (DECC) 
Offshore Energy Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (OESEA) 
programme (Ref 3).  

The study shows that there is 
variability in the dispersal of foraging 
away from Bempton Cliffs.  The study 
indicates that unlike the other interest 
features there is not a clearly defined 
foraging direction and the gannets 
forage in all directions from Bempton 
Cliffs.  

Disturbance to the breeding colony 

The breeding colony is located on the cliffs 
approximately 7 km to the north of the Offshore 
Scheme at the closest point. Therefore, due to the 
distance there is no potential to result in disturbance 
to the breeding colony of this species either during 
the installation or operation of the Offshore Scheme. 

Disturbance to foraging activity 

The RSPB Study (Ref 3) indicates that there is no 
defined foraging direction from Bempton Cliffs.  This 
species is likely to use the area of the offshore 
pipeline to forage during the installation.  However 
the study (Ref 3) indicates that gannets are not 
constrained to a narrow foraging direction therefore 
temporary use of a discrete area within their 
foraging area is unlikely to result in a likely 
significant effect given the wide abundance of 
foraging areas within the vicinity. In addition the 
installation of the offshore pipeline will be temporary, 
installed at a rate of 500 m a day in the nearshore 
area (approximately 15 km) and 4 km a day for the 
offshore pipeline and transient so as the installation 
vessel moves areas either side can be utilised for 
foraging.  Therefore at any one time the interaction 
with the foraging area of this species is limited to a 
discrete area immediately around the installation 
vessel which is unlikely to result in a likely significant 
effect.  
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Table 1 Foraging usage of the offshore areas in relation to the Offshore Scheme  

Species  Qualification  Distribution / 
Breeding  Foraging   

Foraging range in relation to the 
Offshore Scheme (where reported, 
bird numbers are per 0.010 cells) 

Does a mechanism for effect exist  

Atlantic 
Puffin 
Fratercula 
arctica 

SPA 
assemblage 
qualification 
under Article 
4.2 during 
the breeding 
season  

Not an 
interest 
feature of the 
pSPA  

This species only 
breeds in the North 
Atlantic, and 95% of 
birds breed on the north 
east Atlantic coasts. 

The majority of UK birds 
nest in north and west 
Scotland. In England 
puffins breed on coasts 
and islands in the north 
and or south-west. 

The largest colony in 
England is on the Farne 
Islands, 
Northumberland, with 
large numbers also on 
Coquet Island in 
Northumberland (Ref 
4). 

Puffins excavate their 
own burrows or occupy 
rabbit burrows. They 
may also use rock 
cavities next to steep 
cliffs or on offshore 
islands and stacks. 

They can dive up to 60 m to catch prey, 
although most dives less than 30 m. 

They feed on smaller schooling fish, 
particularly sandeels and they fish in inshore 
and offshore waters. 

There is some evidence to indicate a strong 
association with tidal fronts. 

The foraging range varies between colonies 
and with the season. The mean foraging 
range is 30 km, with a maximum recorded 
foraging distance of 200 km (Ref 4). 

There are very few records of this 
species using offshore areas in the 
vicinity of the Offshore Scheme. 
There are some isolated records of 
between 1 and 5 mainly in the 
offshore rather than nearshore areas. 
Figure 2B (Ref 8) shows 
concentrated records of this species 
dispersing in a north easterly 
direction from the north of 
Flamborough Head with numbers 
frequently in the range of 11-20 or 
20+ and in most cells 

Disturbance to the breeding colony 

The breeding colony is located on the cliffs 
approximately 7 km to the north of the Offshore 
Scheme at the closest point. Therefore, due to the 
distance there is no potential to result in disturbance 
to the breeding colony of this species either during 
the installation or operation of the Offshore Scheme. 

Disturbance to foraging activity 

Figure 2B (Ref 8) illustrates that the concentration of 
foraging activity of this species is to the north east of 
Flamborough Head. There are isolated records 
within the vicinity of the offshore scheme although 
these are fewer in number and less concentrated.  
The offshore scheme will be installed at a rate of 
500 m a day in the nearshore area (approximately 
15 km) and 4 km a day for the offshore pipeline.  
Whilst there may be isolated occurrences of this 
species using this area to forage during the 
installation, given the rate of installation and that this 
area is not a primary foraging area for this interest 
feature the offshore scheme will not result in a likely 
significant effect on this interest feature. 
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Table 1 Foraging usage of the offshore areas in relation to the Offshore Scheme  

Species  Qualification  Distribution / 
Breeding  Foraging   

Foraging range in relation to the 
Offshore Scheme (where reported, 
bird numbers are per 0.010 cells) 

Does a mechanism for effect exist  

Figure 2B Atlantic Puffin  

 

Data Sources  
Mitchell, P.I., Newton, S.F., Ratcliffe, N. and Dunn, T.E., Seabird 2000. EUROBIS, Joint Nature Conservation Committee, 25 Jan 2006, Peterborough, UK, Version: 1, DiGIR Provider, http://www.marbef.org/ 
Data on iOBIS. http://iobis.org/mapper/?resource_id=101, obtained on 2011-10-11 
http://www.marbef.org/data/imis.php?module=dataset&dasid=748 
Marine Conservation Society, Seasearch Marine Surveys. EUROBIS, Marine Conservation Society, 19 Jan 2005, Ross-on-Wye, UK, Version: 1, DiGIR Provided, http://www.marbef.org/ 
Stone, C. J., A. Webb, C. Barton, N. Ratcliffe, T.C. Reed, M.L. Tasker, C.J. Camphuysen, and M.W. Pienkowski. 1995. An atlas of seabird distribution in north-west European waters. Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee report, Peterborough, ISBN 1 873701 94 2 
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Table 1 Foraging usage of the offshore areas in relation to the Offshore Scheme  

Species  Qualification  Distribution / 
Breeding  Foraging   

Foraging range in relation to the 
Offshore Scheme (where reported, 
bird numbers are per 0.010 cells) 

Does a mechanism for effect exist  

Razorbill 
Alca torda 

SPA 
assemblage 
qualification 
under Article 
4.2 during 
the breeding 
season  

pSPA 
qualifies 
under Article 
4.2 for 
regularly 
occurring 
migratory 
species and 
during the 
breeding 
season. 

Razorbills only breed 
along North Atlantic 
coasts, including the 
UK.  

The majority of UK birds 
nest in the north and 
west of Scotland. In 
England, razorbills 
breed on coasts and 
islands in the north and 
south-west. 

The largest English 
colony is at 
Flamborough Head and 
Bempton Cliffs in 
Yorkshire (Ref 5). 

Generally colonial, 
razorbills nest at 
relatively low densities 
in crevices, ledges or 
amongst boulders at the 
base of steep cliffs. 
They also breed on 
islands, offshore rocks 
and stacks. 

The foraging method used by razorbills is 
pursuit-diving from the sea surface. They can 
dive up to 140 m to catch prey, although most 
dives are not deeper than 30 m. 

They feed off smaller schooling fish, 
particularly sandeels. 

Their foraging habitat is inshore and offshore 
waters and their range varies between 
colonies and with season. 

They have a mean foraging range of 10 km.  
A maximum foraging distance of 51 km has 
been recorded, but most feed within a few km 
of their colonies (Ref 5).  

There are very few records of this 
species using offshore areas in the 
vicinity of the offshore scheme. There 
are some isolated records mainly in 
the offshore rather than nearshore 
areas numbers are typically single 
records although there are a small 
number of records of 2-5 further 
offshore. Figure 3B (Ref 8) shows 
concentrated records of this species 
dispersing in a north easterly 
direction from the north of 
Flamborough Head although in lower 
numbers than for Atlantic Puffin. 
Numbers are typically 1-5 with 
records identified in most cells 
surveyed.  

Disturbance to the breeding colony 

The breeding colony is located on the cliffs 
approximately 7 km to the north of the Offshore 
Scheme at the closest point. Therefore, due to the 
distance there is no potential to result in disturbance 
to the breeding colony of this species either during 
the installation or operation of the Offshore Scheme. 

Disturbance to foraging activity 

Figure 3B (Ref 8) illustrates that the concentration of 
foraging activity of this species is to the north east of 
Flamborough Head. There are isolated records 
within the vicinity of the Offshore Scheme although 
these are fewer in number and less concentrated. 
The Offshore Scheme will be installed at a rate of 
500 m a day in the nearshore area (approximately 
15 km) and 4 km a day for the offshore pipeline.  
Whilst there may be isolated occurrences of this 
species using this area to forage during the 
installation, given the rate of installation and that this 
area is not a primary foraging area for this interest 
feature the offshore scheme will not result in a likely 
significant effect on this interest feature.  
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Table 1 Foraging usage of the offshore areas in relation to the Offshore Scheme  

Species  Qualification  Distribution / 
Breeding  Foraging   

Foraging range in relation to the 
Offshore Scheme (where reported, 
bird numbers are per 0.010 cells) 

Does a mechanism for effect exist  

Figure 3B Razorbill  

 

Data Sources  
Mitchell, P.I., Newton, S.F., Ratcliffe, N. and Dunn, T.E., Seabird 2000. EUROBIS, Joint Nature Conservation Committee, 25 Jan 2006, Peterborough, UK, Version: 1, DiGIR Provider, http://www.marbef.org/ 
Data on iOBIS. http://iobis.org/mapper/?resource_id=101, obtained on 2011-10-11 
http://www.marbef.org/data/imis.php?module=dataset&dasid=748 
Stone, C. J., A. Webb, C. Barton, N. Ratcliffe, T.C. Reed, M.L. Tasker, C.J. Camphuysen, and M.W. Pienkowski. 1995. An atlas of seabird distribution in north-west European waters. Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee report, Peterborough, ISBN 1 873701 94 2 
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Table 1 Foraging usage of the offshore areas in relation to the Offshore Scheme  

Species  Qualification  Distribution / 
Breeding  Foraging   

Foraging range in relation to the 
Offshore Scheme (where reported, 
bird numbers are per 0.010 cells) 

Does a mechanism for effect exist  

Common 
Guillemot 
Uria aalge 

SPA 
assemblage 
qualification 
under Article 
4.2 during 
the breeding 
season  

pSPA 
qualifies 
under Article 
4.2 for 
regularly 
occurring 
migratory 
species and 
during the 
breeding 
season. 

Common guillemots are 
widely distributed 
across the North 
Atlantic and Pacific. 

The largest English 
colony is at 
Flamborough Head and 
Bempton Cliffs in 
Yorkshire, with large 
numbers also present at 
the Farne Islands, 
Northumberland (Ref 
6). 

Guillemots are colonial, 
and nest on ledges of 
steep mainland cliffs, 
usually over 30 m high. 
They also nest on 
stacks and islands. 

Common Guillemots dive from the sea 
surface and can dive up to 200 m to catch 
prey, although most dives are less than 50 m. 

Fish and crustaceans 

Guillemots feed in inshore and offshore 
waters. 

They have a maximum foraging distance of 
200 km, with a mean foraging range of 24 km. 
Most foraging occurs within 50 km of a colony 
(Ref 6). 

Records of common guillemot using 
offshore areas range between 1 and 
5 in the vicinity of the offshore 
scheme. The small number of records 
closer to the shore are of single 
individuals. The area directly to the 
south of Flamborough Head has a 
greater concentration of records than 
the remainder of the route of the 
Offshore Scheme. Figure 4B (Ref 8) 
illustrates that significant population 
of this species are dispersing in a 
north easterly direction from the north 
of Flamborough Head, where birds 
were recorded in most cells surveyed 
and in numbers frequently recorded 
at 11-20 and 20+ 

Disturbance to the breeding colony 

The breeding colony is located on the cliffs 
approximately 7 km to the north of the Offshore 
Scheme at the closest point. Therefore, due to the 
distance there is no potential to result in disturbance 
to the breeding colony of this species either during 
the installation or operation of the Offshore Scheme. 

Disturbance to foraging activity 

Figure 4B (Ref 8) illustrates that the concentration of 
foraging activity of this species is to the north east of 
Flamborough Head. There are isolated records 
within the vicinity of the offshore scheme although 
these are fewer in number and less concentrated.  
The offshore scheme will be installed at a rate of 
500 m a day in the nearshore area (approximately 
15 km) and 4 km a day for the offshore pipeline.  
Whilst there may be isolated occurrences of this 
species using this area to forage during the 
installation, given the rate of installation and that this 
area is not a primary foraging area for this interest 
feature the offshore scheme will not result in a likely 
significant effect on this interest feature. 
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Table 1 Foraging usage of the offshore areas in relation to the Offshore Scheme  

Species  Qualification  Distribution / 
Breeding  Foraging   

Foraging range in relation to the 
Offshore Scheme (where reported, 
bird numbers are per 0.010 cells) 

Does a mechanism for effect exist  

 

Figure 4B Common Guillemot  

 

Data Sources  
Mitchell, P.I., Newton, S.F., Ratcliffe, N. and Dunn, T.E., Seabird 2000. EUROBIS, Joint Nature Conservation Committee, 25 Jan 2006, Peterborough, UK, Version: 1, DiGIR Provider, http://www.marbef.org/ 
Data on iOBIS. http://iobis.org/mapper/?resource_id=101, obtained on 2011-10-11 
http://www.marbef.org/data/imis.php?module=dataset&dasid=748 
Stone, C. J., A. Webb, C. Barton, N. Ratcliffe, T.C. Reed, M.L. Tasker, C.J. Camphuysen, and M.W. Pienkowski. 1995. An atlas of seabird distribution in north-west European waters. Joint Nature Conservation 
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Table 1 Foraging usage of the offshore areas in relation to the Offshore Scheme  

Species  Qualification  Distribution / 
Breeding  Foraging   

Foraging range in relation to the 
Offshore Scheme (where reported, 
bird numbers are per 0.010 cells) 

Does a mechanism for effect exist  

Committee report, Peterborough, ISBN 1 873701 94 2 

Herring 
Gull Larus 
argentatus 

SPA 
assemblage 
qualification 
under Article 
4.2 during 
the breeding 
season  

Not an 
interest 
feature of the 
pSPA 

The Herring Gull is a 
very adaptable and 
successful species. It 
breeds in a wide variety 
of 

habitats including steep 
cliffs, scree slopes, 
rocky outcrops and 
small islands, 

Herring gulls dive from the surface of the 
water or plunge dive, though they are typically 
unable to reach depths of greater than 1–2 m 
due to their natural buoyancy and are 
scavengers.  

There are generally lower 
concentrations of this species using 
offshore areas compared with other 
interest features.  Records are 
between 1 and 10 and are 
concentrated around the nearshore 
area of Flamborough Head and the 
nearshore area to the north of 
Flamborough Head. There are very 
few records outside of these 
nearshore areas.  

Disturbance to the breeding colony 

The breeding colony is located on the cliffs 
approximately 7 km to the north of the Offshore 
Scheme at the closest point. Therefore, due to the 
distance there is no potential to result in disturbance 
to the breeding colony of this species either during 
the installation or operation of the Offshore Scheme. 

Disturbance to foraging activity 

Figure 5B (Ref 8) illustrates that the concentration of 
foraging activity of this species is to the north east of 
Flamborough Head. There are isolated records 
within the vicinity of the offshore scheme although 
these are fewer in number and less concentrated.  
The offshore scheme will be installed at a rate of 
500 m a day in the nearshore area (approximately 
15 km) and 4 km a day for the offshore pipeline.  
Whilst there may be isolated occurrences of this 
species using this area to forage during the 
installation, given the rate of installation and that this 
area is not a primary foraging area for this interest 
feature the offshore scheme will not result in a likely 
significant effect on this interest feature. 
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Table 1 Foraging usage of the offshore areas in relation to the Offshore Scheme  

Species  Qualification  Distribution / 
Breeding  Foraging   

Foraging range in relation to the 
Offshore Scheme (where reported, 
bird numbers are per 0.010 cells) 

Does a mechanism for effect exist  

Figure 5B Herring Gull  

 

Data Sources  
Mitchell, P.I., Newton, S.F., Ratcliffe, N. and Dunn, T.E., Seabird 2000. EUROBIS, Joint Nature Conservation Committee, 25 Jan 2006, Peterborough, UK, Version: 1, DiGIR Provider, http://www.marbef.org/ 
Data on iOBIS. http://iobis.org/mapper/?resource_id=101, obtained on 2011-10-11 
http://www.marbef.org/data/imis.php?module=dataset&dasid=748 
Stone, C. J., A. Webb, C. Barton, N. Ratcliffe, T.C. Reed, M.L. Tasker, C.J. Camphuysen, and M.W. Pienkowski. 1995. An atlas of seabird distribution in north-west European waters. Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee report, Peterborough, ISBN 1 873701 94 2 
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Table 1 Foraging usage of the offshore areas in relation to the Offshore Scheme  

Species  Qualification  Distribution / 
Breeding  Foraging   

Foraging range in relation to the 
Offshore Scheme (where reported, 
bird numbers are per 0.010 cells) 

Does a mechanism for effect exist  

Northern 
Fulmar 
Fulmarus 
glacialis 

pSPA 
qualifies 
under Article 
4.2 the 
breeding 
season. 

The majority of UK birds 
breed in north and west 
Scotland. Despite only 
first breeding in 
England in 1922, 
northern fulmars now 
breed on many English 
coastlines, though the 
main concentrations are 
in the North-East and 
South- West. 

The largest colony is at 
Flamborough Head and 
Bempton Cliffs in 
Yorkshire. The English 
breeding population 
was estimated by the 
Seabird 2000 census as 
6,291 apparently 
occupied sites (Ref 7). 

Fulmars mainly nest on 
ledges on steep cliffs or 
crags, but can use 
spaces on exposed 
building sides, low 
banks or even the 
ground. Occasionally 
they nest a short 
distance inland. 

 

 

 

Dive up to 3m  

They eat planktonic crustaceans, squid and 
small fish. They also scavenge offal and 
discards from trawlers. 

They generally forage in offshore waters. 
During the breeding season.  The edge of the 
continental shelf is favoured as a foraging 
area in Northwest European waters. 

The foraging range varies between colonies 
and with the season.  Fulmars have a large 
foraging range, with birds departing colonies 
for 4 to 5 days, although trips of 0.5 to 1.5 
days are more frequent. The maximum 
recorded range is 664 km, with a mean 
foraging range of 69 km (Ref 7). 

Records of this species are generally 
between 1 and 10 and with very few 
records higher than 10. Figure 6 
illustrates that these are concentrated 
in the nearshore areas around and to 
the north of Flamborough Head with 
fewer records to the south. Records 
extend offshore although less 
concentrated than the nearshore 
areas.  

Disturbance to the breeding colony 

The breeding colony is located on the cliffs 
approximately 7 km to the north of the Offshore 
Scheme at the closest point. Therefore, due to the 
distance there is no potential to result in disturbance 
to the breeding colony of this species either during 
the installation or operation of the Offshore Scheme. 

Disturbance to foraging activity 

Figure 6B (Ref 8) illustrates that foraging activity is 
mainly within the nearshore.  Records within the 
vicinity of the Offshore Scheme although are few in 
number and slightly less concentrated than to the 
north of Flamborough Head.  The Offshore Scheme 
will be installed at a rate of 500 m a day in the 
nearshore area (approximately 15 km) and 4 km a 
day for the offshore pipeline.  Whilst there may be 
isolated occurrences of this species using this area 
to forage during the installation, given the rate of 
installation and the availability of foraging habitat in 
the surrounding area the Offshore Scheme will not 
result in a likely significant effect on this interest 
feature.  
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Table 1 Foraging usage of the offshore areas in relation to the Offshore Scheme  

Species  Qualification  Distribution / 
Breeding  Foraging   

Foraging range in relation to the 
Offshore Scheme (where reported, 
bird numbers are per 0.010 cells) 

Does a mechanism for effect exist  

Figure 6B Northern Fulmar  

 

Data Sources  
Mitchell, P.I., Newton, S.F., Ratcliffe, N. and Dunn, T.E., Seabird 2000. EUROBIS, Joint Nature Conservation Committee, 25 Jan 2006, Peterborough, UK, Version: 1, DiGIR Provider, http://www.marbef.org/ 
Data on iOBIS. http://iobis.org/mapper/?resource_id=101, obtained on 2011-10-11 
http://www.marbef.org/data/imis.php?module=dataset&dasid=748 
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